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in dealing with persistent offenders. While visits and advisory work aim
at preventing any producer falling into this category, many will no doubt
continue to do so. The steps laid down for dealing with such individuals
will be found in the Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies Act), 1944 and the
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, and it is only necessary here to deal with
certain points of interest. Before a producer of this category is required to
appear before the Milk Sub-Committee of the County Agricultural Executive
Committee, as he should be in gross cases of infringement of the Regulations,
before any further steps are taken, evidence should be produced to indicate
exactly what is wrong, and in such cases, premises should have been visited
at milking-time if at all possible. When the final visit takes place, the
consequences of any failure to comply with statutory requirements should
have been impressed upon such producers. If this step has failed, the
erring producer should be required to appear before the full sub-committee,
or a panel of its members should visit the premises. It is usually preferable
to let a small panel of sub-committee members deal with matters of this
description, as this makes for confidence on the part of the producer affected,
and he is more likely to confide in a small number of persons than would be
the case before a full Committee. Any producer who refuses to appear
before the panel or Sub-Committee or to meet them without good reasons
being given should be immediately referred to the full Executive Committee
for cancellation of licence or registration.
In the past farm advisory work has not attained the success it has merited
for a number of reasons. The producer had little to gain by producing good
quality milk, for, owing to the general shortage of this commodity, much
milk has been utilised which would otherwise be rejected. In many cases the
contact between members of advisory staffs and the trade has been poor, whilst
distributors have been slow in rejecting milk as unsuitable for use, a practice
which would have done more to make the producer realise his responsibilities
than any form of advice was likely to do. In fact, it is true to say that many
distributors have bought any kind of milk, and this has mitigated against
the efforts of the advisory staff of those concerned. Now that milk officers
are provided with legal support, much improvement in both buildings and
methods is likely to accrue.
Any details as to available educational aids would be incomplete without
some mention of the services which have been rendered to producers and
distributors by the Public Health staffs of the country. They themselves
have in many cases attended at some time or another courses in clean milk
production and distribution held at the various Agricultural Colleges. They
have, therefore, been able to pass on their knowledge to the advantage of all
concerned. The Public Health Committee of any Council, and particularly
its officials, have played a very important part in the control of milk supplies,
only limited by the very inadequate powers conferred by legislation. They
have been able to educate the producer to some extent to ensure that milk
has been produced in a cleanly manner ; they have supervised, and still
have to supervise, its distribution in order to satisfy themselves that milk,
once produced, is maintained in a satisfactory condition until it reaches the
public ; and they have to educate the consumer as to the value of clean milk,
its food value, and the way in which it should be stored. This, in addition to
their ordinary duties which have become more and more involved, has
become a heavy responsibility when the enormous amount of milk produced
annually in this country is considered.